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operation." A general officer of one of the largest Protestant 
denominations said : "I have been wishing for a call of this 
kind from some large source, and I am glad that you are 
calling representative men together for this purpose." 

One of the leading Negro bishops said: "I regard the 
movement as of paramount importance, especially since it 
is designed to be national and inter-racial in its scope." 
One of the leading Negro religious leaders wrote: "Not only 
should the churches of America face up to this question in 
the interest of relieving the strained situation at home, but 
I am convinced that it is the only way to erase the question 
mark written across the minds of the people to whom we 
send missionaries. The churches of America have a won- 
derful opportunity to hasten the coming of the Kingdom, 
and whether or not they succeed in fulfilling this mission 
will depend not so much upon the amount of funds raised 
or the number of recruits secured as upon a convincing 
demonstration right here at home of the brotherhood that 
Jesus taught and lived." 

COMMISSION IS SECURING RESULTS 

These and many other endorsements, as well as favorable 
comment from the press, religious and secular, upon the 
commission and statement of its purposes encouraged Mr. 
Eagan and the members of the commission to take further 
steps for constructive work. At the meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Federal Council at Chicago in Decem- 
ber, a proposed budget of $10,000 was approved with the 
understanding that new friends and sources of revenue must 
be found for this purpose. 

With the beginning of the work of Dr. Haynes and Dr. 
Alexander, the latter part of January, the commission en- 
tered upon a new phase of its development. At a recent 
meeting of the three bishops' councils of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the African Methodist Episco- 
pal Zion Church, and the Colored Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Montgomery, Ala., these three bodies endorsed 
this new undertaking of the Federal Council and pledged 
co-operation. Officials of the Negro Baptists and Negro 
leaders in other denominations had previously pledged co- 
operation. Thus the way is now open for united action in 
making plans and programs for applying the ideals of 
brotherhood to these problems. 

Results have already begun to flow from the activities of 
the commission. A conference has been held for a wider 
campaign of educational publicity to spread information 
about the achievements of Negroes, the progress of Negro 
welfare, and the improvement of race relations. Plans are 
under way for having the question of better race relations 
discussed and presented in various conferences and church 
gatherings throughout the country during the spring and 
summer. An information service, to furnish reliable and 
accurate data to all inquiries, in co-operation with the Re- 
search Department of the Social Service Commission, has 
been planned and is already receiving calls. Correspond- 
ence and personal contact by the visits of the secretaries 
have been established with several important localities 
where there are strong federations ready to undertake work 
for improvement of Negro life and conditions and of race 
relations. Plans are being discussed for promotion of con- 
ciliation work between Negro workers and employers. Al- 
ready some work has been taken up in some cities where the 
unemployment situation is acute. These and other activities 
are under consideration by the commission. 

Two underlying principles are guiding the work of its 
secretaries from the beginning: (1) That the problems of 
race relations and Negro welfare are local problems and 
primarily the concern of the local people and the local com- 
munity ; and that the secretaries of the Commission on the 
Church and Race Relations are only the servants to help 
the people in the local community to deal better with their 
problems by bringing to them the wider information and 
experience of the nation and the results of successful under- 
takings in different places. (2) That many localities have 
already done substantial constructive work in this direction 
and the new commission may look to these localities for 
demonstration, information, and help in spreading the good 
work and the ideal of brotherhood throughout the nation. 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

With offices in New York and Washington, the 
Haiti-Santo Domingo Independence Society is waging 
an active campaign for change in the relations of the 
United States to the two little nations in the West In- 
dies. Claiming that the policy of the United States 
toward Haiti and Santo Domingo has been dictated in 
late years by commercial imperialism, the new society is 
insisting that the Monroe Doctrine debars this country, 
no less than European powers, against aggression in the 
nations to the south. 

Those whom the society is able to reach are asked to 
write their Senators and Eepresentatives, urging sup- 
port of all legislation designed to accomplish re-estab- 
lishment of constitutional government in the two little 
republics, withdrawal of the American military forces, 
and treaty relations entered into freely by all parties, in 
place of existing treaties, which are alleged to have been 
secured through military coercion. Also, the society 
urges that contributions be sent to Lewis Gannett, its 
treasurer, in care of The Nation, at 20 Vesey Street, 
New York City — "to assist in this work of fundamental 
Americanism." 

The third annual report of the Institute of Inter- 
national Education makes interesting reading. The 
statement is made that there hardly can be question that 
the United States has taken the place held by Germany 
before the war as the rendezvous of foreign students, 
but that much remains to be done in American universi- 
ties to achieve the happy orientation of foreign students 
that was known in Germany. Among the foreign stu- 
dents in the United States, it also is learned, are thou- 
sands of destitute Kussians, of whom about 300 are in 
the schools of higher education. 

An interesting feature of the work done in interna- 
tional education is a prize-essay contest arranged by the 
Institute, as a result of the Washington Conference. 
There are three subjects: "The Open-door Policy in 
China"; "How Japan May Provide for Its Increasing 
Population Without Violating the Eights of Other 
States" ; and "The Eelations of East and West : Colonies 
and Settlements of Western Nations in the Orient and 
Their Influence on the Development of Oriental Peo- 
ples." 

Fears are being expressed in some quarters that 
Japanese aggressions in Siberia are about to begin. 
Several weeks ago statements were made in dispatches 
from the East that it had been revealed that the Jap- 
anese general staff had made payments to members of 
what was called "the rump government" in Vladivostok. 
Afterward there came reports that danger of hostilities 
between the Japanese and the Chita Government of the 
Far Eastern Eepublic was nearing the acute stage. 
Some of these dispatches came from Japanese sources, 
and certain newspapers that are perhaps too suspicious 
have suggested they indicate that the Japanese are pre- 
paring the thought of the world for a new war on the 
Asiatic coast. Members of Congress are understood to 
be watching developments in Siberia closely, and to be 
likely to denounce Japan if there is any warrant for 
fears that she plans land-grabbing. 
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The Pan American Conference of Women, to be 
held in Baltimore from April 20 to 29, promises to be a 
notable international gathering. In response to invita- 
tions given by the State Department, on behalf of the 
League of Women Voters, many delegates have been 
named by the republics of Latin-America. There also 
will be representatives of Canadian women. Arrange- 
ments are being made, on an impressive scale, in Balti- 
more and Washington, to entertain the distinguished 
women representatives of the nations of the Western 
Hemisphere. 

This gathering in Baltimore is given additional 
interest by an article appearing in the April Bulletin of 
the Pan American Union, under the signature of Samuel 
Guy Inman, wherein the feminist movement is named as 
one of three rapidly developing social currents in South 
America. The other two are the labor movement and 
the temperance movement. It is stated that close ties 
are found between all three. An important woman edu- 
cator in Argentina is quoted as reviewing the repression 
of women in South America under the Spanish social 
code, and as saying that this conservative spirit has been 
broken, and that "feminism as a social rebellion, with 
all of its exaggerations, desires that it have a place as- 
signed to it in the home, in the university, in business, 
and in the professions, sciences, and politics." 

Reports and denials have been flying about Wash- 
ington in relation to the possibility that under the 
Anglo-Japanese pact Great Britain proposed to seek 
Japanese military aid, should the troubles in India lead 
to widespread insurrection. The American Commission 
to Promote Self-government in India stated that, on ad- 
vices received from London and Tokyo, it believed the 
British had asked Japanese aid. From Japanese official 
sources in Washington came emphatic denial of the re- 
ports, and a statement that there is neither express nor 
implied provision in the Anglo-Japanese pact for Jap- 
anese intervention in India. The Anglo-Japanese pact 
will terminate when ratifications of the Four-Power pact 
are exchanged. 

Great Britain seems to have accepted the American 
claim to the right of equal economic treatment in Brit- 
ish mandated territories. At least we are informed that 
the Standard Oil Company has been granted exploring 
rights in the oil fields of Palestine in spite of the British 
objection that the Turkish Petroleum Company, a Brit- 
ish corporation, had acquired certain monopoly rights to 
the oil fields of Mesopotamia prior to 1914. 

In the latter part of March rumors became fre- 
quent in Washington that diplomatic relations between 
the United States and Mexico would soon be re-estab- 
lished. These rumors, which apparently came from au- 
thoritative sources, indicated that there was agreement 
between the governments of the two countries in all re- 
spects except as to procedure. Mexico, it was said, was 
willing to give written guarantees that the property of 
Americans acquired before the adoption of the 1918 con- 
stitution would not be confiscated. The American Gov- 
ernment has insisted upon that. But the government of 



President Obregon wanted the United States first to 
give it recognition, while the Harding Administration 
wanted the written guarantee placed in its hands, to be 
followed by recognition. An impression prevails in some 
usually well-informed quarters that within a relatively 
short time President Obregon will be sufficiently strong 
at home to risk giving this country the guarantee before 
obtaining recognition. 

The difficulties of Uncle Sam in his outlying pos- 
sessions do not lessen, particularly in Porto Rico. E. 
Mont Reily, of Missouri, the lately appointed governor, 
has been able to keep a huge volume of smoke on the 
horizon, whether or not he has started any fires. On 
April 7 the Associated Press cabled from San Juan that 
the governor and two other officials had been presented 
by the grand jury for misuse of public funds. The dis- 
patch indicated that the grand jury and District Judge 
Foote were not in accord as to the value of the present- 
ment. Later, intimations appeared that the governor 
had or would soon discharge the district attorney who 
had advised the grand jury. In the midst of it all the 
Porto Rican delegate in Congress fiercely denounced the 
Reily administration. 

The fifth Pan American Conference, it is now 
announced, will probably be held in Santiago, Chile, in 
March, 1923. Secretary Hughes has appointed Henry 
White one of the members of the United States Pan 
American Committee, an appointment which probably 
means that Mr. White will be one of the delegates of the 
United States to the conference. Mr. White was chair- 
man of the American delegation to the fourth Pan 
American Conference in Buenos Aires in 1910. He has 
also served on other Pan American commissions. Each 
of the Pan American countries has a similar committee 
to advise with its minister of foreign affairs. As with 
previous conferences, the gathering in Chile will un- 
doubtedly deal with economic and commercial questions, 
including treaties, patents, trade-marks, copyrights, 
uniformity in consular documents, and in census and 
commercial statistics, the continuance of treaties on 
pecuniary claims, and methods of improving mail, pas- 
senger, and express steamship service, especially between 
North and South America. Other matters sure to come 
up are the interchange of students and professors and 
other similar matters affecting relations between the 
States of Pan America. 

Gandhi and his chief lieutenant, Shankerlal 
Banker, were tried before a special sessions judge at 
Ahmedabad. It was charged that Gandhi had brought 
about disaffection to the government and had iseited-the 
people to overthrow the established authorities, preach- 
ings which had led to serious disturbances in Bombay, 
Madras, and Chauri-Chaura. Both the accused pleaded 
guilty. Under date of March 18 the trial was concluded. 
The judge sentenced Gandhi to six years' "simple im- 
prisonment" and Banker to one year "simple imprison- 
ment" and a fine of $300. In the meantime religious 
mystics turn toward Gandhi in numbers reminding us 
of the followers of Francis of Assisi at the dawn of the 
Italian renaissance. 



